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Chapter 9: 
1. Who are the following people and how are they related to Atticus and 

the children? 
• Alexandra 
• Francis 
• Jack 
• Jimmy 

2. Explain Atticus’s statement about the following: 
• His personal reasons for defending Tom Robinson. 

 
Chapter 10: 

1. At the beginning of this chapter, Scout is ashamed of Atticus. List his 
faults as she sees them.  

2. Explain why it is a sin to kill a mockingbird, according to Miss. Maudie.  
3. Why won’t Jem allow Scout to brag about Atticus at school? Do you 

agree with him? Why? 
 
Chapter 11: 

1. Why is Atticus so insistent about: 
• Jem and Scout being polite to Mrs. Dubose? 
• Jem’s reading to Mrs. Dubose? 

2. Atticus explains to the children why he considered Mrs. Dubose to be 
a great lady and a brave person. How does this “fit in” with his 
explanation of why he is defending Tom Robinson? 

 
Chapter 12: 

1. Jem is now 12. There is a widening gap of understanding between 
Scout and Jem. Find two or three examples that illustrate the 
emotional difference between them. 

2. Scout finds the church service to be similar to her own except for a 
few differences. Explain what these are.  

 
 
 



Chapter 13:  
1. Discuss Cousin Joshua Finch as: 

• Atticus describes him 
• Aunt Alexandra describes him 

Explain the difference in opinion. 
 
Chapter 14: 

1. How does Aunt Alexandra feel about Calpurnia? Explain why this is “in 
character” for Aunt Alexandra? 

2. Why is Scout happy about the brawl with Jem? 
3. Dill tries to explain to Scout why he does not want to stay with his 

mother and stepfather. State his reasons briefly in your own words.  
 

Chapter 15: 
1. Describe the events prior to the scene at the Maycomb jail that show 

the tension and unrest of the town. Be specific. 
2. Why does Jem openly defy Atticus and refuse to leave? 
3. Why was Atticus so affectionate toward Jem after Jem had 

disobeyed him?  


