
Lord of the Flies 
Chapter Questions 

English 11: Mrs. Simpson 
 

Answer each question in full sentences on a separate piece of 
paper.  
 
Chapter One – The Sound of the Shell 

1. How did the boys end up on the island?  Provide specific details from the 
first chapter to support your hypothesis. 

2. Why did Ralph reach for the conch? Why did Piggy think Ralph was 
reaching for the conch? 

3. Name four factors that influenced the boys to acclaim Ralph as leader. 
4. How is Ralph thoughtless? How is he diplomatic? 
5. Why doesn’t Jack kill the piglet? 

 
 
Chapter Two 

1. Name two purposes the conch served. 
2. The conch is not merely a shell to the boys -it represents something more.  

Explain what the conch seems to mean for Ralph, for Jack, for Piggy, and 
for the group of other boys. 

3. Compare and contrast Ralph and Jack’s attitude towards rules. 
4. Why are rules so important to the boys? Who is the first to break the 

rules? Why? 
5. How does Ralph respond to the notion of a beastie? How does Jack 

respond? 
6. Which character displays the most rational behaviour?  Explain. 
7. Name two consequences of the fire. 
8. Jack says, “After all, we’re not savages.  We’re English...” How is this 

statement ironic? 
 
 
Chapter Three – Huts on the Beach 

1. What two animals does Golding compare Jack to?  What is the 
significance of this description of Jack? 

2. What is the first major thing that Ralph and Jack argue about? 
3. Simon was the first to suggest: “As if it wasn’t a good island.”  He was also 

the only one to mention the beastie.  What do these things tell us about 
him? 

4. How is Simon different from the other boys? 
 



 
Chapter Four – Painted Faces and Long Hair 

1. How do we know that the boys have not abandoned the idea of right and 
wrong?  Give two examples. 

2. What effect does the mask have on Jack?  What effect does the mask 
have on the hunters? 

3. How have the boys’ physical appearances changed since they first arrived 
on the island? 

4. How does Jack react to the fact that he let the fire out?  How does Ralph 
react? 

5. How do the hunters feel towards Jack? 
6. How is the killing of the pig portrayed? 

 
 
Chapter Five – Beast from Water 

1. How does the author show us that Ralph is finally beginning to face the 
realities of their existence? 

2. Compare Ralph’s treatment of the littl’uns with Jack’s. 
3. Phil and Percival each tell of their sightings of a “beast”.  Why did Phil’s 

fear not upset them seriously, whereas Percival’s did? 
4. What is Simon saying when he thinks the “beast” may be inside the boys 

themselves? 
5. Describe how the order and rules are beginning to break down.  Which 

characters want to maintain the rules and which characters want to 
abandon them?  Give specific examples. 

6. Why does Ralph consider abandoning his role as chief?  What/who 
persuades him not to? 

 
 
Chapter 6 – Beast from Air 

1. “There were other lights in the sky...” What is being referred to in this 
description? 

2. What do Sam and Eric tell the boys they have seen?  What is it actually?  
What makes their story believable for the boys? 

3. How has the relationship between Ralph and Jack changed? What is the 
reason for this change? 

4. Why do Ralph and Jack decide to go find the beast? 
 
 
Chapter 7 – Shadows and Tall Trees 

1. What does Ralph wish for at the start of this chapter.  Explain the 
significance. 

2. The boys have become obsessed with the beast. What are Simon, 
Piggy, Ralph, and Jack’s reaction to the possible existence of the 
beast? 

3. How does Ralph react when the boar comes charging down the path? 
What does this suggest about Ralph? 

4. What does Ralph’s demonstration of hunting prowess lead to? 
5. What did the boys see on the mountaintop? How did they react? 

 
 



Chapter 8 – Gift for the Darkness 
1. Why is the action in the story increasingly taking place in the darkness or 

in the deep night when only the moon and stars give a little light? 
2. Why does Jack call an assembly? 
3. Jack, Ralph and Simon all have different solutions to the “beast problem.” 

What are they? 
4. Describe the boys’ reaction to the killing of the pig. 
5. What is the Lord of the Flies and what is it trying to tell Simon? 

 
 
Chapter 9 – A View to a Death 

1. Explain what Simon discovered and explain the significance of his 
discovery. 

2. Why do Piggy and Ralph attend Jack’s party? 
3. Why does Jack command the boys to dance? 
4. What happens during the dance? 
5. Why does Golding have the ocean wash the body out to sea? 

 
 
Chapter Ten – The Shell and the Glasses 

1. What excuses does Piggy make for what happened at the dance? 
2. Why do Samneric flush when they see Ralph and Piggy? 
3. Describe Jack’s leadership.  Provide examples to support your ideas. 
4. How does the tribe explain what happened during the dance?  Why do 

they believe this? 
5. Why does the tribe not take the conch? 

 
 
Chapter Eleven – Castle Rock 

1. How do the stealing of Piggy’s glasses and the burning out of the fire 
indicate that Ralph’s side has now lost the struggle? 

2. Why does Ralph’s plan fail? 
 
 
Chapter Twelve – Cry of the Hunters 

1. What is Ralph’s reaction when he encounters the pig’s skull? 
2. What does Jack have planned for Ralph? 
3. When the officer arrives he says, “What have you been doing? Having a 

war or something?”  What is ironic about these words? 
4. Other than for Piggy, what did Ralph weep for at the end of the novel? 

 
 


